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In February 1920, Mr. Lloyd George announced a
measure to set up two Parliaments in Ireland. The
disorder on both sides grew rapidly. The ' Black and
Tans' were let loose on the country, and the Lord
Mayor of Cork (McCurtain) murdered by police. In
April a hunger strike of political prisoners was de-
clared and was backed by a General Strike declared
by Irish Labour. Society was paralysed for a couple
of days. At first no one in England would believe
that illegal outrages could possibly be committed by
their own forces on ordinary people in Ireland, innocent
as well as guilty—and no wonder. It was a ghastly
story, but one to be matched in every war, I fear, for
violence breeds violence. There were about 50,000
regular troops in Ireland, and as far as I know they
were not guilty in this matter of illegal outrages, but
the English ex-soldiers recruited into the Royal Irish
Constabulary and the ex-officers recruited as Auxiliaries
at £i a day with rations and uniform to assist the
R.I.C., became violent at once. They were all aimed,
and began shooting people, burning villages and houses,
and so on. General Crozier, who was in command of
the Auxiliaries, did his best, but finally resigned because
he was not allowed to enforce discipline. He and
Mr. H. W. Nevinson, who was sent over to Ireland to
investigate conditions by Mr. Massingham, editor of
The Nation, have proved the Irish accusations against
these forces up to the hilt. Finally, the reprisals were
made official by Mr. Lloyd George's Government (1920).
General Crozier's words are : ' I resigned from the
R.I.C. on account of the condonation of crime by
politicians, in the Trim Case, of armed robbery of
defenceless women by the police. . , . The Assize judge
eventually awarded the unfortunate women compensa-
tion, to be paid by the ratepayers/ He further asserts
that the Restoration of Order Act opened the flood-

